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NATIONAL STATE EMERGENCY SERVICES WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.07 pm]: This week we recognise the 
exceptional efforts of Western Australia’s 1 900 Fire and Emergency Services Authority volunteers, who put on 
their orange uniforms when disasters strike. National State Emergency Services Week, which runs from 
November 7 to 14, gives us the opportunity to formally thank and acknowledge our State Emergency Service 
volunteers for their hard work and commitment to keeping their local communities safer.  

Over the past 12 months, SES volunteers have dedicated countless hours of their personal time to respond to 
more than 680 incidents, including some of the worst natural disasters in our state’s history. State Emergency 
Service volunteers worked tirelessly to help communities affected by: a category five cyclone in the North West; 
the destructive March hailstorm; a significant earthquake in Kalgoorlie–Boulder; and the devastating Toodyay 
bushfire. Volunteers were the eyes on board the “spotter” Airbus that successfully located solo 16-year-old 
yachtswoman Abby Sunderland and her stricken vessel Wild Eyes. In addition, the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority deployed a team of State Emergency Service volunteers to Victoria earlier this year to assist with the 
mop-up operations following a destructive storm in Melbourne. The FESA volunteers faced these challenges 
head on and many sacrificed time with family, with friends and at work to be there when the community needed 
them most. 

As Minister for Emergency Services, I have had the privilege of meeting many SES volunteers around the state 
and listening to their inspirational stories. Each time I hear about a different incident, it highlights their 
commitment to a tough job and their ability to help people affected by adversity. With another busy cyclone and 
bushfire season expected, we can feel confident knowing that we have such dedicated volunteers. 

I had the opportunity to witness the expertise and talents of our State Emergency Service volunteers earlier this 
morning as they performed an abseil demonstration from Perth’s iconic belltower. The SES volunteers guided 
local celebrities and sporting personalities down 88 metres in a show of camaraderie. Today’s event coincided 
with the launch of a national television advertising campaign to educate children and their families about natural 
hazards. The 3D animation series follows the adventures of the Lil’ Larrikins gang, including SES characters 
Trev and his dog Bob, as they learn about storms, cyclones, floods and tsunamis. 

I offer each member of this house an orange lapel pin, which can be obtained from the government Whip and the 
opposition Whip, in support of the State Emergency Service. On behalf of the state government, I thank our State 
Emergency Service volunteers for their efforts and achievements over the past 12 months. I also acknowledge 
their families and employers who support them and give them the time off to help keep the community safe. 

We are so fortunate to be able to rely on these incredible individuals who are willing—rain, hail or shine—to 
give up their time to support those in need and to help them recover and rebuild after an emergency. 
 


